
The Catechesis  

of the Good  

Shepherd  

Level One (3-6)  

Catechist Formation  

Course  

July 2014 through  

July 2015 

St. John the Evangelist Catholic Church 

207 W. Main St. 

Fort Pierre, SD 57532 

stjohnsfortpierre.org 

Course Logistics  

The courses will be held at St. John the 

Evangelist Catholic Church, 206 W. Main 

St., Fort Pierre, SD. The format of the 

course will include two sessions in 2014 – 

and two sessions in 2015. The July session 

in 2014 is a three day session and the Sep-

tember session is a four day session. The 

March, 2015 session is a three day session 

and the July, 2015 session is a four day ses-

sion. Course days begin at 9 a.m. (cst) and 

will end about 4 p.m. (cst). Along with the 

sessions you will have two material making 

days. Material making days are optional but 

highly recommended.   

Course Dates  

July 27-29, 2014 

September 18-21, 2014 

March 20-22, 2015 

July 26-28, 2015 

Material Making Days 

Saturday, January 24, 2015 

Saturday, April 18, 2015 

For More Information  

Contact: Josie Huck 605-223-2176 ~         

 josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com 

Registration Form  

 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

City: 

State/Zip: 

Phone: 

E-Mail: 

Church Affiliation: 

 

Please address checks to:  St. John the Evangelist 

Send registration form with nonrefundable 

deposit of $100:  

 Josie Huck—CGS Course Coordinator  

 St. John the Evangelist 
 PO Box 670  
 Fort Pierre, SD 57532 
 
Registration and deposit due: April 1, 2014.  

Balance of $450.00 due June 1, 2014. The 

$550.00 tuition fee paid in full covers: Level I 

training, printed materials, lunch and snacks. 

Also covers participants certificate from the 

National Office of the Association of the Catechesis of 

the Good Shepherd.   



3-6 Course Objective  

To explore with participants the general de-

velopmental and religious characteristics of 

the 3-6 year old child  

To facilitate meditation on the biblical and 

liturgical themes of the Catechesis.  

To offer guidelines and assistance to cate-

chists for setting up an atrium for 3-6 year-

olds, preparing an album, and making materi-

als.  

To deepen participants’ ability to observe 

and learn from children . 

 

The Formation Leader  

Ann Garrido first became involved in Cat-

echesis of the Good Shepherd in 1996.  For 

the past thirteen years, she has served as a 

catechist at St. Francis Xavier College 

Church in St. Louis, MO.  She is a member 

of the Formation Committee for the Nation-

al Association of CGS and Spiritual For-

mation Director for the Masters of Pastoral 

Studies CGS concentration at Aquinas Insti-

tute of Theology.  She is the author of Mus-

tard Seed Preaching (Chicago: LTP, 2004) and 

Redeeming Administration (Notre Dame: Ave 

Maria, 2013). 

About the Catechesis of the 

Good Shepherd  

The Catechists of the Good Shepherd is a 

Montessori-based religious formation pro-

gram for children, beginning at the age of 

three. It seeks to create and facilitate a sa-

cred, hands-on environment for children 

called an atrium, in which both the children 

and the catechists can hear, ponder, and cel-

ebrate the most essential mysteries of the 

Christian faith as revealed in the Scriptures 

and Liturgy. Originally developed in Rome 

by Dr. Sofia Cavalletti and Gianna Gobbi almost 

50 years ago, the Catechesis has since spread 

worldwide and is used in several denomina-

tions.  

Catechist Formation  

There are three levels of training for those 

interested in the Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd: Level 1-for children ages 3-6; 

Level 2-for ages 6-9; and Level 3-for ages 9-

12. Each level involves approximately 100 

hrs. of lectures, meditations, presentations, 

and album page assistance. At the end of 

this course, the participants will receive cer-

tification for Level 1 from the National As-

sociation of the Catechesis of the Good 

Shepherd.  

Tuition & Texts  

If we are able to gather an adequate number 

of participants, the individual tuition for this 

course will be $550.  

If we are not able to gather a adequate num-

ber of 20 participants, we will reassess the 

feasibility of offering the course at this time.  

Participants are asked to purchase three texts 

in advance of the course: The Good Shepherd 

and the Child by Coulter, A Joyful Journey by 

Cavalletti, Gobbi, & Mustard Seed Preaching, by 

Ann Garrido. These texts can be ordered 

from the National Association of the Cat-

echesis of the Good Shepherd web site: 

www.cgsusa.org. 

Applicants are asked to send in a $100 non-

refundable deposit along with their  registra-

tion form by April 1, 2014. The balance of 

the tuition is due on June 1, 2014. First day 

of class is July 27, 2014. 

 

 


