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St. John Church 
 
Opening prayer and song 
 
God and Father of us all, 
in Jesus, 
your Son and our Savior, 
you have made us 
your sons and daughters 
in the family of the Church. 
 
May your grace and love 
help our families 
in every part of the world 
be united to one another 
in fidelity to the Gospel. 
 
May the example of the Holy Family, 
with the aid of your Holy Spirit, 
guide all families, especially those most troubled, 
to be homes of communion and prayer 
and to always seek your truth and live in your love. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, pray for us! 

(World Meeting of Families — Philadelphia 2015)  

 

 
Agape always, in Jesus is life 
Deciding to love in joy and in strife 
Agape always, whatever you do 
Love one another as I love you. 

 
1. At the Last Supper, he washed their feet 
 Giving example for them to meet 
 Then on the cross, he proved the words true 
 Love one another as I love you. 
 
2.The Risen Lord Jesus to Peter did say 
 Do you love me more than yesterday? 
 Converting his heart, now he knew 
 Love one another as I love you. 
 
3. Paul was a man so angry in side 
 Stopped in his tracks let go of pride 
 The Church of Jesus taught him what’s true 
 Love one another as I love you. 
 
4. Now we in the church who carry his name 
 Stewards of his gift to do the same 
 Love sacrificial It is so true 
 Love one another as I love you. 
 
5. So faced with decisions of right and wrong 
 In God’s Holy Spirit I can be strong 
 More than just feelings Deeds carried through 
 Love one another as I love you. 
 

Conversion, Illumination, Union 
Song of Songs 8:6-7   Set me as a seal upon your heart, 
as a seal upon your arm; For Love is strong as Death, 
longing is fierce as Sheol. Its arrows are arrows of fire, 

flames of the divine. Deep waters cannot quench love, nor 
rivers sweep it away. Were one to offer all the wealth of his 

house for love, he would be utterly despised. 
St Bernard of Clairvaux, (+1153) To monks:  
(Conversion) every soul -- even burdened with sin, 
enmeshed in vice, ensnared by the allurements of 
pleasure, a captive in exile, imprisoned in the body, 
caught in mud, fixed in mire, bound to its members, a 
slave to care, distracted by business, afflicted with 
sorrow, wandering and straying, filled with anxious 
forebodings and uneasy suspicions, a stranger in a 
hostile land, and, according to the Prophet, sharing the 

defilement of the dead and counted with those who go 
down into hell -- every soul, I say, standing thus under 
condemnation and without hope, has the power to turn 
and find it can not only breathe the fresh air of the hope 
of pardon and mercy, … 
 
There is a great natural gift within us, and if it is not 
allowed full play the rest of our nature will go to ruin, as 
though it were being eaten away by the rust of decay. This 
would be an insult to its Creator. This is why God, its 
Creator, desires the divine glory and nobility to be always 
preserved in the soul, so that it may have within itself that 
by which it may always be admonished by the Word, 

either to stay with him or to 
return to him if it has 
strayed… So the soul returns 
and is converted to the Word 
to be reformed by him and 
conformed to him. In what 
way? (Illumination)  In charity 
-- for he says, `Be imitators 
of God, like dear children, 
and walk in love, as Christ 
also has loved you.' 

 
Union Such conformity weds the soul to the Word, for 
one who is like the Word by nature shows himself like 
him too in the exercise of his will, loving as she is loved. 
When she loves perfectly, the soul is wedded to the Word. 
What is lovelier than this conformity? What is more 
desirable than charity, by whose operation, O soul, not 
content with a human master, you approach the Word 
with confidence, cling to him with constancy, speak to 
him as to a familiar friend, and refer to him in every 
matter with an intellectual grasp proportionate to the 
boldness of your desire? Truly this is a spiritual contract, 
a holy marriage. It is more than a contract, it is an 
embrace: an embrace where identity of will makes of two 
one spirit. … Love is sufficient for itself; when love is 
present it absorbs and conquers all other affections. 
Therefore it loves what it loves, and it knows nothing 
else. He who is justly honored, held in awe, and admired, 
prefers to be loved. God and the soul are Bridegroom and 
Bride. What other bond or compulsion do you look for 
between those who are betrothed, except to love and be 
loved? 
 



By the art of Country Western Music 
Conversion: He said, she heard 
Illumination: Little Rock 
Union: The lights of home 

 
She Said, He Heard, singer Suzy Bogguss 
 
They sat at the table, polite conversation 
Avoiding the issue at hand 
Then he made the coffee & she did the dishes 
And sat down at the table again 
She waited a moment hoping he would speak first 
Though it never had happened before 
He sat there in silence expecting the worst 
‘Til she couldn't wait anymore 
 
(refrain) She said "I'm mad" 
He heard "I'm leaving" 
She said "I need your attention" 
He heard "I want you to crawl" 
She said "I'm sad"  
He heard "It's all your fault" 
There is no translation Emotions don't fit into words 
There’s so much between what she said 
And what he heard 
 
She said "I love you" that’s not the problem 
And I know how much you care 
But for too long now we've been walking on eggshells 
I just had to clear the air 
He looked at her like she was speaking chinese 
With some of the letters left out 
Try as he may he just didn't know 
What she was talking about (refrain) 
 
Then he started smiling 
And she started laughing 
They both reached out their hands 
She said "I think we're from two different planet 
No wonder we misunderstand" (refrain) 

 
Society dangers to marriage: 
That Man is You. Steve Bollman 
 

 

Discussion 
 

huffingtonpost.com By Justin Ricklefs 22 Jan 2015 
12-lessons-learned-in-12-years-of-marriage 

 
1. 50/50 Expectations Lead to Disappointment.  
2. Keep Adventure Alive.  
3. Kiss Each Other First.  
4. Grit Is Often The Best Description Of Love.  
5. Real Life Happens In The Mundane.  
6. Proximity Doesn't Equal Presence.  
7. Comparison Will Kill Your Joy.  
8. You'll Each Have the Opportunity To Throw It 

Away 
9. Take Initiative For The Benefit Of The Other.  
10. Live In Community.  
11. Will You Forgive Me?  
12. Love Wins. 
 
Eros = attraction for personal benefit 
Philia =friendship and mutual benefit 
Storge= affection of parents and children 
Agape = self sacrificial love 
 
 
4:30pm Prayer in the church 
 
Heavenly Father, we want to 
live our life together with you 
and always to continue it with 
you. Help us never to hurt 
and never to grieve each 
other. Help us to share all our 
works, all our hopes, all our 
dreams, all our successes, all 
our failures, all our joys and all our sorrows. Help us to 
have no secrets from each other so that we may be truly 
one, so that we may reflect the love of You and Your 
beloved Son. In the bond of the Holy Spirit, keep us 
always true to each other, and grant that all the years 
ahead may draw us ever closer to each other. Grant that 
nothing may ever come between us and nothing may ever 
make us ever drift apart. And as we live with each other, 
help us to live with you, so that our love may grow perfect 
in your love, for you are the God whose name is love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, we praise You, Father. Amen 
  
Silence adoration   ….      
 
Closing nuptial blessing 
 


