
PARISH OFFICE  

Rectory (605) 223 - 2176 

Fax       (605) 223 - 2805 

Hours Monday - Friday 10am - 5 pm 

Website www.stjohnsfortpierre.org 
 

PARISH STAFF  

Pastor,  Rev. Mark McCormick 

mark.stjohns@midconetwork.com               

Emergencies: 605-484-2161                                                                    

Parish Secretary,  Sherri Stoeser    

sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com                                                                                            

Faith Formation,   Josie Huck Tardiff  

josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com  

CSS Counseling, Tracy Palecek 222 - 4398  

Parish Support, Mary Welsh  

Parish Council, Katherine Schmidt   

Finance Council,  Pat Durkin 

Altar Society, Karen Pogany, Mary Turman,            

           Nancy Surprenant 

Grand Knight, Frank Sack  

Small Group Studies, Shirley Gross                                                                                                                                         
 

 

MASS TIMES                                                             
Saint John’s Lord’s Day Masses:                         
Saturday - 5:30 PM                                                  
Sunday  - 7:30 & 9:30 AM  

Sunday Evenings - Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament   7:00 - 8:00 PM                                 
Confessions: Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 pm or by 
appointment 

Daily Mass  ***(check bulletin weekly schedule)              
6:45 AM  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday  Saturday -  8 AM                                                                                          

Ss. Peter and Paul - Pierre Lord’s Day Masses: 
Saturday - 5:00 PM                                                                                         
Sunday - 8:00 &10:00 AM, 7:00 PM, 11:45 AM Mary H 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION                              
Marriage - Notify your Priest 6 months in advance. 

Baptism - Call Father Mark for information. 

Anointing - If a hospital stay or surgical procedure is 
scheduled, please call to schedule the celebration of 
the Sacrament. 

 

 

206 West Main ~ P.O. Box 670  
 

 Fort Pierre, S.D. 57532- 0670 
 

 Office: 605-223-2176 fax: 605-223-2805 
 

www.StJohnsFortPierre.org 
 

“They called the church together and reported what God had done with them                                              
and how he had opened the door of faith..." (Acts 14:27).  

Mass Readings                                                                                             

 

 

           

                                                                                                   

Friday, March 8th                               
Hosea 14: 2-10                      
Luke 12: 28-34                                    
Saturday, March 9th                                    
Hosea 6: 1-6                                  
Luke 18: 9-14 

Sunday, March 10th             
Joshua 5: 9a, 10-12                   
2 Corinthians 5: 17-21                   
Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32 

Tuesday, March 5th                    
Daniel 3: 25, 34-43               
Matthew 18: 21-35                                                                 
Wednesday, March 6th                
Deuteronomy 4: 1, 5-9                                  
Matthew 20: 17-28                                                                                     
Thursday, March 7th                                     
Jeremiah 7: 23-28 
Luke 11: 114-23  

Sunday, March 3rd                      
Exodus 3: 1-8a, 13-15                  
1 Corinthians 10: 1-6, 10-
12 Luke 13: 1-9 

Monday,  March 4th                            
2 Kings 5: 1-15b 
Luke 4: 24-30                                                
 

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 3rd, 2013 

 

Some people told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with the 
blood of their sacrifices. Jesus said to them in reply, “Do you think that because these 
Galileans suffered in this way they were greater sinners than all other Galileans?  
By no means! But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did! Or those 
eighteen people who were killed when the tower at Siloam fell on them— do you think 
they were more guilty than everyone else who lived in Jerusalem? By no means!   

But I tell you, if you do not repent, you will all perish as they did!”  
And he told them this parable: “There once was a person who had a fig tree planted in his 
orchard, and when he came in search of fruit on it but found none, he said to the  gar-
dener, ‘For three years now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree but have found 
none. So cut it down. Why should it exhaust the soil?’ He said to him in reply, ‘Sir, leave it 
for this year also, and I shall cultivate the ground around it and fertilize it; it may bear 
fruit in the future. If not you can cut it down.’” Luke 13: 1-9 



Sparks from Father Mark   St. John’s Calendar  
Sunday, March 3rd 

7:00 pm Adoration  

Tuesday, March 5th 

7:00 pm  RCIA 

Wednesday, March 6th  

5:30 pm Faith Formation/CGS Classes    

6:00 pm Communal Penance Service 

8:00 pm Knight’s of Columbus Meeting 

Thursday, March 7th  

7:00 pm The Creed bible study in Padre Hall 

Friday, March 8th 

6:00 pm Soup supper and WRAP with Fr. Mark - breaking open 
the Sunday Gospel reading - for everyone! Please join us for 
soup and bread in Padre Hall. 

7:00 pm Stations of the Cross 

I thank everyone who filled out our Time, Talent and Treasure stewardship form 
for our Parish. Many parishioners  have signed up to be involved in the many 
ministries of worship and parish life! We have 80  stewardship forms - 29% of our 
276 family membership that were turned in since the pledge drive started. 
$114,220.04 has been pledged which is 68% of our yearly budget needs of 
$167,000.  

I would like to encourage everyone in the parish to fill out and return your pledge 
form after prayerful consideration of your gifts  of Time, Talent and Treasure to 
our parish community.  

You may return your form either in the collection basket or parish office.  Pledge 
forms are at the church entrance. If you have any  questions please  contact me.  
Father Mark 

Why Do Catholics Go To Confession? During Lent, many par-
ishes make a special effort to encourage Catholics to cele-
brate the Sacrament of Penance, also known as Reconcilia-
tion or, more popularly, Confession. For Catholics who have 
not celebrated the sacrament in a while, especially those who 
have been away from the Church, Lent is an excellent time to 
be reconciled to God and to the Church. 

The Gospels provide numerous examples of Jesus’ mission to 
forgive sins. While only God can forgive sins, the Church is his 
instrument of forgiveness on earth. On Pentecost Jesus 

shared with the Apostles his power to forgive sins: “Whose sins you forgive are 
forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained.” (Jn 20:21-23) Today, 
priests and bishops continue this ministry to forgive sins. 

Sins committed after Baptism are forgiven in the Sacrament of Penance. For those 
who have committed mortal sin, this Sacrament is necessary to be reconciled with 
God and the Church. 

What can a person expect when they go to confession? They will be greeted by 
the priest, who will usually read from Scripture. The person confesses their sins; 
the priest may offer encouragement or guidance for the person’s moral and        
spiritual growth. The priest gives a penance and asks the person to say an act of 
contrition. Then the priest, representing Christ, grants absolution. 

During Advent and Lent some parishes have communal penance services that 
precede individual confessions. These services remind us that sin, although         
personal, weakens the entire church community. 

People who have been away from the sacrament may worry that they no longer 
know how to go to confession. In that case, they should tell the priest that it’s 
been a while since they have received the sacrament and ask for help to make a 
good confession. The priest will guide them through the ritual. 

Many people experience great peace and spiritual consolation after making a 
good confession. Their encounter with a loving, merciful God gives them renewed 
strength and ability to turns towards God and away from sin. Resource: USCCB                                                 
Further Resources:                                                                                                                  
A Guide to Confession -- http://www.adw.org/parishes/tlio/guide.html#before 

An Examination of Conscience – http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/
sacraments/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm 

Three Minute Video on the Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments/penance/sacrament-of-
penance-resources-for-individuals.cfm 

The Stones of Lent: The small polished stone is to remind  us  of our Lenten jour-
ney and  the call to repentance and a conversion of heart.  As we carry these 
stones with us this lent we are to repeat this phrase that comes from Psalm 51 "A 
clean heart create in me, O God",  through out the day.  Let this simple phrase  
become part of you this Lenten season  as you call upon the name of the Lord.  

Saint John’s Spring Ham Dinner 

This Sunday, March 3rd,                                                                        
3:30 - 6:30 pm 

in 

Padre Hall. 

Ham, scalloped potatoes with  

   all the trimmings. 

Adults ......................$8.00 

12 & Under ...............$4.00 

Preschool ...................FREE 

Please pray for Joe LeFaive, son of Tom and Irma.  

May Joe and all the faithfully departed rest in peace. 

February Year of Faith Saint : St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, R.S.C.J. -                                                                            
Missionary to Native Americans 

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne was a passionate young woman with a 
heart for missionary work. She joined the Visitation nuns at the age 
of 19, but a few years later, convents were shut down during the 
French Revolution, and Rose was forced to return to life as a lay 
woman for many years. Ten years later, she was finally able to rejoin 
a convent, this time as a member of the Society of the Sacred Heart. 
In 1818, she was sent to the Louisiana Territory as a missionary,  
facing illness, hardship and hunger to bring Catholicism to the Native 
Americans. She opened the first free school for girls west of the   
Mississippi river, as well as the first Catholic school for Native      
Americans. She was known among the Pottawatomie Indians as the 
"Woman Who Prays Always." 

Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. John’s: Saturdays from 4:00 PM to 5:00 
PM                                                             Sundays from 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

Communal Penance Liturgy : Wednesday March 6 –  6:00 PM                                                      
Friday March 15 – 10:30 AM – 1:30 PM; 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM; 7:30 PM to 9:00 

http://www.adw.org/parishes/tlio/guide.html#before
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments/penance/examinations-of-conscience.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments/penance/sacrament-of-penance-resources-for-individuals.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments/penance/sacrament-of-penance-resources-for-individuals.cfm


For all the sick and suffering: Eric Buchmann, Grady Jacobson,  
Maddox Rowland, Kelsey Spurlin, Marie Gibson, Mary Gibson, 
Eileen Hofer, Barb Brown, Cindy Foreman,  James Garrity,  Bryan 
Ice, Cindy Hogman, Jason Jund, Stella Nagel,  Jim Palmer, Alice 
Gannon,  Bill Roscoe, Peg Logan, Terry Hughes, Kroix Larson,  Beth Flagstad, 
Addie Nickolas, Kathryn Schlechter, Keri Hendrickson, Kathy Mueller, Helen 
Schneiderhan,  Maryls Fratzke,  Heidi Alban,  Danna Bren,  Yvonne Ehlers, 
Patti Duffy, John Jund, Delores Melvin, Steeley Moore, Alice Venner, Gary 
Campbell, Paul Ryan, Ray Shepherd, Pauline Witte, Conrad Adam, Ted 
Schlechter, Paula Smith, Sharon Hoelscher, Kayle Coleman, Howard Brunner, 
Ron Heckenliable, Dick Biegger, Eleanor Unterbrunner, Linda Brooks, Leanne 
Goff, Cassie Miller, Max Roberts,  Steve Kokesh and all who have asked for 
our special prayers.                                                                                                           
Call Marsha Knight -223-2478 with requests. 

                     Birthdays 

Sat.02 Karen Hedlund, Brianna Neuhauser                             

       Maureen Shepherd, Marie Sylva 

Sun.03 Jordan Buchannan 

Mon.04 Don O’Connor, Jodi Reinert 

Fri.08 Craig McIntyre, Charles Schweigerdt,                

  Rod Stoeser 

Sat.09 Laura Hand, Sydney Roberts 

Sun.10 Jamison Smith 

Anniversaries 

Sat.02 Pete and Mary Witte 

 
  

Saturday, March 2nd  

5:30 PM  + Kayla Stewart By: Shannon Stewart Family  

Sunday,  March 3rd   

7:30 AM  + Ethel Schumacher By: Father Mark and Saint John’s Parish                                         
9:30 AM  Intentions of the Parish                                                                                                                                                                                                

Monday,  March 4th   

6:45 AM  Morning Prayer  

Tuesday, March 5th   

6:45 AM  SI Eleanor Unterbrunner By: Frank and Diane Larson                                                                                                                           

Wednesday, March 6th   

6:45 AM  + John Graham By: David and Mary Hartley        

Thursday,  March 7th 

6:45 AM  SI Peter Kovarik  

Friday,  March 8th        

6:45 AM  SI Scott Unterbrunner By: Frank and Diane Larson 

Saturday,  March 9th 

8:00 AM  Intentions of Father Mark 

5:30 PM  SI Jeanine Lie By: Father Mark     

Sunday, March 10th 

7:30 AM  Intentions of the Parish 

9:30 AM + Joe LeFaive By: Knight’s of Columbus Little Flower Council  

           Sacrament of Reconciliation  Saturday 4 - 5pm  or by  appointment   

                                        SACRIFICIAL GIVING  
 

Regular Envelopes                    $  2,660.50  

Plate               $     304.32  

Total               $  2,964.82 

Building Fund: $300.00     

Our building repair loan payment is $1,833 a month.                                                                                

Please use the yellow building fund envelope in your packets  or mark your 
donation building fund. 

Our building renovation monthly loan payment is for 

 new hall furnaces and  air conditioning,  $40,000 

parking lot maintenance,  $16,600 

hall roof, $12,500,  tuck pointing,  $17,700 

repairing a crack in the church foundation  wall $7500 

Total spent on maintenance:  $94,300 Our loan balance is $70,479.91         
We are grateful for the stewardship of our parish family! 

 

“Give and it shall be given to you. For the measure you  measure with             
will  be measured back to you.”  Luke 6:38 

Please use your weekly envelopes -                                                                        
it makes much shorter and accurate work for the counters! 

Mass intentions: Masses may be offered for special intentions of someone struggling 
with illness, in need of extra prayers for special needs or in thanksgiving.  They can 
also be offered for deceased family members or friends.   Mass envelopes are at  
entrances or call the office with  requests.   

   Please  kneel down after Mass and pray Three Hail Mary’s                                            

 for the next person who dies from our parish. 

Sacristans   Readers  
Eucharistic                  

Ministers 

Altar              

Servers 

                     

Cantor 
Gift          

Bearers 

03/09                     

5:30 pm 

Patty Lihs 

Patty Lihs 

Patty Lihs 

Ryan Fowler 

Mary Welsh 

Jace                  

Wernsman 

 

Kit Hartley Ryan and 
Amy 

Fowler 

Sun.  03/10         
7:30 am 

Kelly 

Madsen  

Gordon 

Larson 

Judith              

Garner 

Christine 

Olson 

Rose            

Anderson 

Mariah   

Madsen 

Jim              

Schumacher 

Teresa 

Madsen 

Christine  

Olson 

9:30 am  

Pat Storms 

Wade 
Pogany 
Noreen 

Plumage 

Irma LeFaive          
Christa 
Dendinger 
Frank Sack 
Mike and 
Judy              

Isiah Hand 

Liz and             

Cormac Duffy 

Jaxon Yackley 

Laura 

Haadvadt 

Bob and 
Carolyn 

Riter 

Thank-you to all who continue to honor                                           
their building renovation pledge balance with payments             
and to those who continue to give to the building fund                                   

to fulfil our loan payment each month -                                                                            
Payments go toward paying off our building loan. 

Watermark - the group that came and helped our parishioners during the 
flood will be going to Minot, ND to continue recovery efforts there. They 
welcome anyone who would like to join them in their efforts to help restore 
lives and homes there. You can go for a couple days or a week with them. 
This project has been running since the spring floods of 2011. If you are 
interested in making this journey to help please call George Welk-220-0246. 

Bulletin announcements: If you would like to submit a bulletin                                
announcement please have them to the church office by Thursday at noon. 
The announcement will be copied as it is submitted — Please use black 
font—no underlines especially on email addresses to:                                                                
sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com or call the church office 223-2176. 

O God our Father, 

in Jesus you call all Christian families and homes 

to be signs of living faith. 

By the light of the Holy Spirit, 

lead us to be thankful for the gift of faith, 

and by that gift 

may we grow in our relationship with Jesus, your Son, 

and be confident witnesses to Christian hope and joy 

to all we meet.                                                                                                                 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Religious Education News: Mark your calendars:  
 

Wednesday March 6th Formation Classes 5:30-7:30pm—Communal Penance Service 6PM 
 

March Cooks: Beth Hand (if you;re able to help Beth please call the church office). March kitchen help:  Aimee and Cody Nickolas, 
John and Christina Schweigerdt, Lynette and Eric Weiss, Natasha and Jeff Doolittle. Please arrive by 5:15 to set up and start serving at 
5:30. 

Thank-you to February Cooks: Anita Mathews, Patty Duffy, Laura Hand and Kristy Maher and  kitchen help for February: Rob & Cher-
yl Coverdale and Eric & Deanne Booth, Sharon Johnson and Kim Davis.  
 

Steubenville of the Rockies - June 20-23, 2013 - a great event for our youth 9th grade or older - those of you who’ve young people that 
attended in the past know that they come back fired up for their Faith!  We depart from Rapid City at noon -Thursday, June 20, and 
return to Rapid City late Sunday, June 23.  Friday, June 21, we will spend the day at Elitch Gardens in Denver. Chaperones must be 21 
years of age, have a background check from the diocese, and done Safe Environment Training. Total cost per person is: $375.00.                     

Year of Faith – March 2013: “God’s Work & Our Work” – Sacramental Economy & Liturgy -The Sacramental Economy 
“is the communication (or ‘dispensation’) of the fruits of Christ’s Paschal mystery in the celebration of the Church’s 
‘sacramental’ liturgy” (CCC 1076).  And “it is in the liturgy, especially in the divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, that ‘the 
work of our redemption is accomplished,’ and it is through the liturgy especially that the faithful are enabled to express 
in their lives and manifest to others the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church” (SC 2).     
 

Presenter: Father Michel Mulloy - March 3rd, Lower Brule; March 6th, Rapid City; March 10th, Lead 

Bishop Gruss has asked that this information be shared with you. This email and initiative originated with 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.    

Dear Friend of Religious Liberty: 

As you know, there are major threats looming against people and groups that are opposed in conscience to providing insurance       
coverage for sterilizations, contraception, or abortifacient drugs, or to participating in or facilitating an abortion. 

Now is the time to act!  Congress will soon be considering a "must-pass" bill that will fund the federal government.  Congress can    
include conscience protection as part of that bill and solve this problem now. 

Can you spare 5 minutes to contact your Members of Congress and ask them to support conscience protection for EVERYONE?   Call 
using the "Take Action" link or email your two Senators and Representative at http://www.nchla.org/actiondisplay 

Please join with us in calling on Congress to protect the right of all people and groups to participate in life-affirming health care -- with-
out violating their consciences! 

Not sure what to say?  Here are some suggestions: 

The administration has issued a mandate requiring virtually all insurance plans to include sterilization and contraception, even          
including the morning-after and week-after pills.  People who run secular charities, or religious or secular businesses, are being forced 
to buy insurance coverage for "services" to which they have a deeply held moral or religious objection -- with no exceptions.  I oppose 
forcing people to participate in, fund, or provide things they believe are wrong or immoral. 

Though churches themselves are exempted from the mandate, religious ministries of service -- such as charities, schools, and hospitals 
-- are given second-class status under the law, in the form of a still-murky "accommodation."  But these ministries are integral to our 
religious community and deserve the same exemption as our houses of worship.  I oppose government action that defines our        
religious community narrowly and inaccurately, reducing freedom of religion to freedom of worship only. 

Freedom of religion is a bedrock principle on which our nation was founded.  It is referred to as our "First Freedom" -- first on the list 
in the Bill of Rights, and first in priority among human freedoms.  I support religious freedom as a fundamental human right of every 
person. 

A distinct blessing of being an American is that we are free to choose our faith, and live by the dictates of that faith throughout our 
lives -- at home, at church, and in the public square.  Other countries may force faith underground, but in America we can follow our 
conscience while also participating fully in society.  I support policies that allow Americans to live their faith in their jobs and in their 
everyday life. 

In the words of Cardinal Dolan, "In obedience to our Judeo-Christian heritage, we have consistently taught our people to live their lives 
during the week to reflect the same beliefs that they proclaim on the Sabbath.  We cannot now abandon them to be forced to violate 
their morally well-informed consciences."  I support the right of all men and women who work in health care -- whether providing ser-
vices or providing insurance -- to live and work in harmony with their faith and convictions. 

Please contact your Congressional representatives today and urge them to take whatever action is necessary to protect religious       
freedom and the moral convictions of all! For more information or to join the postcard campaign, go to NCHLA's action alert.                            
http://www.nchla.org/actiondisplay. 


