
PARISH OFFICE  

Rectory (605) 223 - 2176 

Fax       (605) 223 - 2805 

Hours Monday - Friday 10am - 5 pm 

Website www.stjohnsfortpierre.org 
 

PARISH STAFF  

Pastor,  Rev. Mark McCormick 
mark.stjohns@midconetwork.com                      
Emergencies: 605-484-2161                                                                                                 
Parish Secretary,  Sherri Stoeser    

sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com                                                                                            
Faith Formation,   Josie Huck Tardiff  

josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com  

CSS Counseling, Tracy Palecek 222-4398  

Parish Support, Mary Welsh  

Parish Council, Katherine Schmidt   

Finance Council,  Pat Durkin 

Altar Society, Deanne Booth, Kathleen Slocum 

Grand Knight, John Schweigerdt  

Small Group Studies, Shirley Gross                                                                                                                                         
 

 

Mass Times:                                                             
Saint John’s Lord’s Day Masses                         
Saturday - 5:30 PM                                                  
Sunday  - 7:30 & 10:00 AM  
Sunday Evenings - Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament 5:00 - 6:00 PM 
Confessions:  

Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 PM or appointment 

Daily Mass (check bulletin weekly schedule)              

6:45 AM  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday. 

Tuesday 5:30 PM                                                            

Saturday -  8 AM                                                                                          

Ss. Peter and Paul - Pierre Lord’s Day Masses: 

Saturday - 5:00 PM                                                                                         

Sunday - 8:00 &10:00 AM, 5:00 PM 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 

Marriage - Notify your Priest 6 months in advance. 

Baptism - Call Father Mark for information. 

Anointing - If a hospital stay or surgical procedure is 
scheduled, please call to schedule the celebration of 
the Sacrament. 

 

 

 

206 West Main ~ P.O. Box 670  Fort Pierre, S.D. 57532- 0670 
 

 Office: 605-223-2176 fax: 605-223-2805 
 

www.StJohnsFortPierre.org 

Fourth Sunday of Easter ~  May 11th, 2014 

      Mass Readings 

Wednesday, May 14th             
Acts 1: 15-17, 20-26                                  
John 15: 9-17                       
Thursday, May 15th                         
Acts 13: 13-25                                    
John 13: 16-20                                         

Friday, May 16th                                       
Acts 13: 26-33                                      
John 14: 1-6                
Saturday, May 17th                      
Acts 13: 44-52                                   
John 14: 7-14                           
Sunday, May  18th                         
Acts 6: 1-7 1                                  
Peter 2: 4-9                                       
John 14: 1-12 

Sunday, May 11th                      
Acts 2: 14a, 36-41                          
1 Peter 2: 20b-25                       
John 10: 1-10             
Monday, May 12th                                                                                                             
Acts 11: 1-18               
John 10: 11-18                                                            
Tuesday, May 13th                                                                                                         
Acts 11: 11-19                                                                                                             
John 10: 22-30                                                               

A litany for Mothers on Mother’s Day 

Eve our first mother – thank you for stepping out and being the first to understand the com-
plexities of life. 

Sarah, Hannah and Elizabeth – thank you for your patience and courage in waiting for a mira-
cle. May all people longing for children be strengthened by your stories and comforted in their 
pain. 

Hagar – thank you for your resolve in the face of exile. May all mothers who are forced to flee 
or are forgotten be given hope in you. 

Rebecca – thank you for your flexibility. Let us remember all mothers who have to raise their 
children in a different country or far from their relatives and who feel isolated. 

Rachel – you carried the burden of grief and wept for your children. Hold the hands of all those 
mothers who weep for their children – children who have gone missing, who have died or are 
lost to them in other ways. 

Jochebed – you used wisdom and insight to protect your children. Give to all mothers this 
wisdom and insight in the bringing up of their children, especially in vulnerable times. 

Naomi and Ruth – you showed that love can conquer all trials. Help all mothers to love con-
stantly when life seems impossible and despair weighs hard upon their souls. 

Mary – the new Eve whose ‘yes’ to God changed our world forever.                                     Thank 
you for sheltering the Holy One all those years ago, for your faithful love and tender care of 
God’s most precious Son.                                                                           May we never forget that in 
your giving is our greatest receiving – of the gift of life wrapped in a manger and in a tomb.                                  
May we know the true cost of relationship by holding our faith in Christ deep within our hearts 
as you once held him deep within your womb. Amen 



Sparks from Father Mark   St. John’s Calendar                                                                
Sunday, May 13th  
5-6:00pm Adoration 
Wednesday, May 14th                                                                                                                   
6:30pm Confirmation practice for Candidates and Sponsors 
Thursday, May 15th   

6:30 pm Maranatha Prayer Group                                                                                                       

Saturday, May 17th 

5:30pm Confirmation. Candidates are to meet  in Padre Hall at 4:15 

with the Bishop 

Sunday, May 18th 

10:00am Baccalaureate Mass for our High School Seniors.                                                                         

  The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit  

Wisdom: The capacity to love spiritual things more than material ones. 
 

Understanding: In understanding, we comprehend how we need to live as  
followers of Christ. A person with understanding is not confused by the 
conflicting messages in our culture about the right way to live.  
Counsel: (Right Judgment): With the gift of counsel/right judgment, we 
know the difference between right/wrong and choose to do what is right. A  
person with right judgment avoids sin & lives out the values taught by Jesus.  
Fortitude: (Courage): With the gift of fortitude/courage, we overcome our 
fear and are willing to take risks as a follower of Jesus Christ. A person with 
courage is willing to stand up for what is right in the sight of God, even if it 
means accepting rejection, verbal abuse, or physical harm. The gift of         
courage allows people the firmness of mind  required both in doing good 
and in enduring evil. 
Knowledge: With the gift of knowledge, we understand the meaning of 
God. The gift of knowledge is more than an accumulation of facts. 
Piety: (Reverence): Reverence, sometimes called piety, is a deep sense of 
respect for God and the Church. A person with reverence recognizes our 
total reliance on God and comes before God with humility, trust, and love.  
Fear of the Lord: (Wonder and Awe): With the gift of fear of the Lord we are 
aware of the glory and majesty of God. A person with wonder and awe 
knows that God is the perfection of all we desire: perfect knowledge, per-
fect goodness, perfect power, and perfect love. This gift is described by 
Aquinas as a fear of separating oneself from God. He describes the gift as a 
"filial fear," like a child's fear of offending his father, rather than a "servile 
fear," that is, a fear of punishment. Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom (Prov 1:7) because it puts our mindset in correct location with respect 
to God: we are the finite,  dependent creatures, and He is the infinite,                
all-powerful Creator. 

This is a great time of year with the coming spring, everything is starting 
to bud and blossom into new life. I love driving in and through the 
countryside seeing the green pastures and fields, the new-born calves 
jumping, running and nursing at their mother's side.  

Eastertime is springtime when we as Christians celebrate new life with 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who makes all things new. Eastertime 
leads us in the end to new life with the coming of Pentecost, in which 
Jesus sends us the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, the Paraclete, the             
Comforter and the Teacher to dwell and live in us.  

Remember last year Bishop Gruss asked every person and every parish 
in the diocese to do a novena to the Holy Spirit. I shared last year that 
in 23 years of priesthood and 50 years of life that I have never done a 
novena to the Holy Spirit before. Pentecost is fast approaching with the 
Ascension on May 29 and the celebration of Pentecost on June 8. Pope 
Leo XIII at the turn-of-the-century said that we should do a novena to 
the Holy Spirit perennially as a new springtime to summon and reawak-
en our spiritual lives to come to life again.  

So harking to Pope Leo XIII words and the encouragement from Bishop 
Gruss, I invite you again this year to join me for our “perennial” novena 
to the Holy Spirit beginning May 29 on the Feast of the Ascension. If 
you want to add a little spice, a little heat, a little fire to your novena to 
the Holy Spirit, I  invite and encourage you to try a nine-day fast on 
bread and water opening your heart fully to the Spirit of Pentecost in 
your life.  

The novena to the Holy Spirit is about praying for and invoking the Holy 
Spirit daily for the seven gifts: Wisdom, Understanding, Right judgment, 
Courage, Knowledge, Reverence, and Wonder and Awe. 

 

Come, Come Holy Spirit set our hearts aflame with your Divine Love.  

Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of thy faithful, and enkindle in them 
the fire of Your love!  Send forth Your Spirit, and they shall be created. 
And You shall renew the face of the earth. Amen!  

Will you be a disciple?                                                                                           
Ushers, Greeters, Readers and Eucharistic Ministers:  

Your help is needed in these ministries at all Masses. If you are           
willing to help please call Father Mark. 

Open the Word: Symbolon website Sunday Gospel readings.                                                 

Go to www.symbolon.org    user name: stjohnchurch  password: stjohnchurch 

Saint John’s Men and Women: We need you to join with  fellow           
parishioners to form groups that will take care of a specific events 
happening at St. John’s during the year.  

For example: The first Communion parents of next years class will 
take care of the First Communion brunch for the current years              
students and families. This is the same for Confirmation and will           
continue every year.  

In June St. John’s is scheduled to serve the Banquet. Patty Lihs and 
Christine Olson have volunteered to organize this. If you would like to 
help them please sign up at the church entrance. 

Beth Lott will organize salads and desserts for the Seminarian Fishing 
Tournament Dinner in August. The KC’s fry the fish and we need           
volunteers to help Beth.  

We need a group that will deep clean the church in the spring and fall. 

We need two people  to be a backup callers for the funeral                   
committee to assist those who normally do the calling for workers 
and for salads and bars when they are not able do the calling.  

We have two women that take care of Arts and Environment for  dec-
orating the church for Christmas and Easter. They need help at those 
times. 

We could use a few people for smaller special events that come up 
during the year. 

The Altar Society takes care of the fall dinner and the Christmas Bake 
Sale.                                                                                                                                 
We need someone to plant and water flowers around the church.                                                                                                                            
Sign up sheets are at the church entrance or call the church office. 

Life Savers will be given out after all the Masses this weekend, May 10-
11. The Catholic Daughters annual Life Saver project raises funds for abuse 
awareness and to support abuse shelters. Please pray for everyone whose 
lives are touched by abuse. May the abused find protection and feel God's 
love andmay the abusers have a change of heart and stop the violence. Your 
generosity is greatly appreciated." 

Maintenance Position: We are looking to hire a part-time retired mainte-
nance person to help with needs around the parish –fixing, changing light-
bulbs, light weed-eating, hosing air-conditioners, moving tables chairs, 
changing furnace filters, routine maintenance needs and other needs. It 
would probably be around 5 hours a week as needed. Call the church office.  



Please pray for the sick and suffering: Eric Buchmann, Grady Jacobson,  
Maddox Rowland, Kelsey Spurlin, Eileen Hofer, Barb Brown, Cindy 
Foreman, Cindy Hogman, Stella Nagel,  Alice Gannon, Terry Hughes, Kroix 
Larson, Beth Flagstad, Addie Nickolas, Kathryn Schlechter, Keri 
Hendrickson, Kathy Mueller, Maryls Fratzke,  Heidi Alban,  Yvonne Ehlers, Delores 
Melvin, Steeley Moore, Gary Campbell, Ray Shepherd, Ted Schlechter, Sharon 
Hoelscher, Dick Biegger, Eleanor Unterbrunner, Leanne Goff, Cassie Miller, Max 
Roberts,  Steve Kokesh, Colleen Schwanz, Skinner Larson, Leon Etzkorn, Bernie 
Duffy, Patty Fawcett, Nathan O’Dea, Jerry Wethor, Adam Walter, Mary Beth Moser, 
June Wheeler, David Gross, Karen Taylor, Richard Abernathy, Freda Lawhon, Mona 
Lierly, Kathy Fenwick, Joe Gruman, Roger Knight, Richard Runge, Megan Meier, 
Brock Young, Jaken Kasper, Mike Fahey, Shirley Weisler, Bill L., Lynae Benham, Heidi 
Shepherd and all who have asked for our special prayers. Please call Irma LeFaive at 
280-9055 with prayer requests.  

                     Birthdays                          
Sat.10 Jan Lester, Judy Weisgram 

Sun.11 Evelyn Murphy, Gerald Sylva 

Mon.12 Allison Johnson, Jacqui Miller, George Welk 

Tue.13 Dan Hall, Colleen McCurrin, Ty Nickolas,                     

 Ty Norman, Deb Stoeser 

Wed.14 Tyler Stoeser                                                      

Thu.15 Patti Duffy  

Fri.16 Glen Dozark, Brad Hepper, Ronda Karst, Lacey Malm 

Sat.17 Diana Melvin 

Sun.18 Annie Hanson, Steve Kokesh 

Anniversaries 

Thu.15 Ken and Twyla Bartholomew                                  

       Gary and Lois Knudson 

Fri.16 Gaylon and Cindy Gerber 

Sun.18 Steve and Sherri Stoeser 

     SACRIFICIAL GIVING  

Regular  Collection                      $    2,893.00 

Online Giving                                $      477.29  

Plate               $      285.00       

Total               $    3,655.29 

Building Fund: $886.00 Adopt a Seminarian: $280.00   

Our building repair loan payment is $2,494.28 a month. 

Our loan balance is $91,746.36                                                                                                                                                             

Our building renovation monthly loan payment is for 

 New hall furnaces and  air conditioning:  $40,000 

 Parking lot maintenance: $16,600 

 Hall roof: $12,500,  

 Tuck pointing:  $17,700 

 Ran  line from eave downspout to storm sewer: $7,500  

 Purchase of adjacent property: $55,000.   

  Cost of tearing down house and filling lot  $19,780 
                     We are grateful for the stewardship of our parish family!  

                                                                                           

“Give and it shall be given to you.                                                                                            
For the measure you  measure with will  be measured back to you.”  Luke 6:38 

 

Please use your weekly envelopes—                                                                                                     
it makes much shorter and accurate work  for those who count the collections! 

 

            If you are interested in electronic online giving                                                              
please contact the church office. 

   Please  kneel down after Mass and pray Three Hail Mary’s                                                  
for the next person who dies from our parish. 

Thank-you to all who continue to honor their building renovation 
pledge balance with payments and to those who continue to give to the 

building fund to fulfill your loan payment each month -                                                                             

 Sacristans   Readers  
Eucharistic                  
Ministers 

Altar              
Servers 

                     

Cantor 
Gift          

Bearers 

 

Rose          

Anderson 

Wade 

Pogany 

Mary  

Giddings               

Ryan Fowler         

John & 

Christina 

Schweigerdt 

Frank Sack 

Kelly Madsen   

John Schmidt 

Mariah         

Madsen                  
Seth and 

Kelsey 

VanDenHemel 

Kit Schmidt  

05/18            

7:30 am           

Christine 

Olson 

Gordon and 

Judith 

Larsen 

Kelly  

Madsen 

Judy Ackley 

Austin, Adam 

and Courtney 

Brown 

Jim                   

Schumacher 

Pete  and 

Judy 

Ackley 

 

Shane 

Clarambeau 

Nancy 

Surprenant 

Mike & Judy           

Weisgram  

Noreen 

Plumage          

Pat Storms           

Patty Lihs 

Isiah Hand 

Samuel Hand 

Jaxon Yackley 

Michelle 

Hummann 

Brand 

and Beth 

Hand 

Diocesan Events: Silent Retreats at Terra Sancta: Come away and rest in God at 
Terra Sancta  Retreat Center.  Consider   making a spiritual resolution by registering to 
attend a Silent Retreat at Terra Sancta Retreat Center.  Private Silent Retreats and 
Private Directed Retreats: can be scheduled through the Retreat Center Office by 
calling 605-716-0925 to ensure space is available. Find out more information and 
register on-line at http://terrasancta.org/retreats.  Upcoming silent retreats for 2014 
include:  

July 13-20: for adults, directed by Sr. Marie Schwan, CSJ                                                   
July 26-29:  for adults, directed by Fr. Tim Hoag and Susan Safford Totus Tuus 2014 

Messengers of Hope Totus Tuus Camps are coming to Terra Sancta! Hiking,                     
Campfires, Swimming, Games, and much more! 

Girls Camp, for those who have completed grades 6, 7, or 8:  June 24-27. 

Girls Leadership, for those who have completed grades 9-12 and older:  June 23-27. 

Boys Camp, for those who have completed grades 6, 7, or 8:  July 22-25. 

Boys Leadership, for those who have completed grades 9-12 and older:  July 21-25. 

Registration forms available online at www.Gods-call.org or at your parish.  $20          
discount for registrations received before May 16.  Contact the Office of Vocations for 
more information, 716-5214, bdecker@diorc.org. 
Niobrara River Young Adult Retreat 

Join us for a weekend retreat with Fr. Tyler Dennis – we’ll camp & canoe the beautiful 
Niobrara River in Northern Nebraska, while we talk about the spiritual life and          
discernment, celebrate daily Mass and spend time in prayer and fellowship. For young 
adults (18-35). Friday-Sunday, May 16-18. Cost: $80. Limited space. Contact Bridget at 
605-716-5214 for more information. Flyers and registration forms available at 
www.Gods-call.org, on the EVENTS page. 

05/18                        
10:00 pm               

Pat Storms 

Saturday, May 10th  
5:30  PM  + Marcia Knight By: St. John’s Parish Family 
Sunday, May 11th                                                                                                          
7:30 AM    Intentions of the Parish 
10:00 AM  + Marisa Gross By: Derald and Shirley Gross 
Monday,  May 12th                                                                                                              
6:45 AM  Morning Prayer  
Tuesday, May 13th  
6:45AM Morning Prayer  
Wednesday, May 14th 
6:45 AM   + Erik Anderson By: Jerry and Patty Lihs 
Thursday, May 15th                                                                                                                     
6:45 AM  + Mayren Kern By: Mary Turman 
Friday,  May 16th                                                                                                                        
6:45 AM  SI Christina LeFaive 
Saturday, May 17th  
8:00 AM Intentions of Father Mark     
5:30 PM  Confirmation Candidates 
Sunday, May 18th 
7:30 AM  Intentions of the Parish    
10:00 AM  Graduates                                                                                           

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Saturday 4 - 5pm and Sunday 5 - 6pm   

with Adoration or by  appointment   

Take time now to build a stronger Sacrament. The next                  
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is September 12-14, 
2014 in Irene, SD.  Early registration is highly recommended. For 
more information visit our website at: sdwwme.org or  contact 
John & Dawn Elsinger at 605-362-0924 or applications@sdwwme.org. 

Home-
bound 

 

 

Patty 

Lihs 

Deb 

Palmer 

Please pray for Richard Huber, father of Bev Stoeser. May Dick and all the 
faithfully departed rest in peace. Amen. 

05/17                  

5:30 pm                    

Mary 
Welsh  



 

VBS: Vacation Bible School - June 16-20 

  We need all of you to help make                                                                     
this years VBS another success!!! 

 

Things we will need: 

*save your baby wipe/or other like containers that open 
to make treasure boxes. (we need 39 more so please ask 
friends). 

*striped and plain sheets to make the sides of the tents 
and light blue or white sheets to dye blue for the water 
and sky. (if you find some at a thrift store we can                   
reimburse you the cost). 

*EIGHT free standing shade/tent canopy’s. We have 
two so far and need 11. 

*We need to borrow 3 more 5x7 or 8x10  rugs for kids 
to sit on. We have 6 so far. They can be the outdoor or 
indoor kind. 

We will have a work day in May  

and will need everyone's help building the 
props. Call Church office if you can help or if 

you have any questions.  

 

May 

Wednesday, May 14th 6:30 pm 

Confirmation Practice for Sponsors and Students 
 

Saturday, May 17th                                                      
5:30pm Confirmation. Candidates are to meet        
in Padre Hall at 4:15 with the Bishop 
 

Sunday, May 18th 

10:00am Baccalaureate Mass                                                 
for our High School Seniors.                                                                         
Meet in the church basement at 9:30am.             

UPCOMING EVENTS:                                                                                                                                                                                          

Vacation Bible School: June 16th-20th 

Duc In Altum: July 5-11                                                                                                                                                                                       

Totus Tuus:  

Girls leaders-June 23-27 ~ Girls Camp June 24-27                                                                                       

Boys Leaders-July 21-25 ~ Boys Camp July 22-25 

Early registration due May 15th.                                   

Registration form is available online at 

www.stjohnsfortpierre.org                                                

or at the church entrance. 

Scholarships available-call church office. 

IMPORTANT UPDATE: We expect the House of Representatives to begin 
work on the FORTE Act (H.R. 3344) started the week of April 28.  

Your support for this legislation can help stop human trafficking. Please 
email or call 1-866-562-8232 to speak with your Representative now. Get 
talking points here.  

Human trafficking is a horrific crime against the fundamental rights and dignity of the 
human person. According to a statement made by the Vatican and other religious 
leaders, “Modern slavery and human trafficking are crimes against humanity. The 
physical, economic and sexual exploitation of men, women and children condemns 30 
million people to dehumanization and degradation.” 
Traffickers lure vulnerable men, women and children with false promises of good jobs, 
an education, economic security and even love. Once lured, the traffickers are able to 
keep their victims from seeking help by confiscating identification documents, using 
threats of violence against the victim or their family, as well as subjecting the victim to 
physical, psychological and/or sexual abuse. 
The Fraudulent Overseas Recruitment and Trafficking Elimination Act of 2013 
(FORTE Act), H.R. 3344 aims to reduce the vulnerability of temporary workers in the 
U.S. from falling into labor trafficking. Catholic Relief Services (CRS) and the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops  support this legislation. Many of the recommendations in 
this legislation stem from Catholic Relief Services work in this area, and in particular, a 
project in Mexico called Jornaleros Safe. 
 
You can help eliminate human trafficking today by calling on your Representative to 

co-sponsor the FORTE Act and urge the Judiciary Committee                                                          
to move the bill forward as quickly as possible.   

Your voice makes a difference! 

http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=YwLPbFvT2iAZ66zi7NF6yA
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=KwZ52pXIi7vbhk7OJm2r7A
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=KwZ52pXIi7vbhk7OJm2r7A
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=gGUakOkDXsFZAmRPEL7zVg
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=gGUakOkDXsFZAmRPEL7zVg
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=OAeTDGuffF9rxSgIh9rBFw
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=OAeTDGuffF9rxSgIh9rBFw
http://actioncenter.crs.org/site/R?i=emFkyp9ZMR5m5p4puGUPXg

