
The Integrity of Human Love:  

Why Marriage, Sex and Babies Belong Together  

by David S. Crawford, a KC and professor of moral theology 

and family law at the John Paul II Institute in Washington DC 

The Church, as a loving Mother, articulates the meaning of 

marriage. 

 As a convert, I am sometimes asked what brought me into the 
Catholic faith. Conversion cannot be reduced to a simple              
formula, but the answer for me, at least in part, was being deep-
ly struck and attracted by the truth and beauty of the Church’s 
understanding of marriage. We often hear that the Church’s 
teachings on marriage and sex drive people away, but this           

certainly not my own response as a husband and father.  

Contrary to popular belief, the Catholic Church is not opposed 
to sex. Rather, an examination of some of Humanae Vitae’s key 
teachings 50 years ago — including the four characteristics of 
married love and the inseparable connection of the meanings of 
sex — reveals the Church’s high regard for sex, viewed in its 

proper context. 

1. Married love is fully human and involves free will. It is not 
the love of angels (who lack bodies), nor the instinct of animals 
(who lack spiritual souls). Rather, it unites husband and wife in 
both body and spirit. It is lived out in bodily form in the day-in 
and day-out lives they share together. This love is uniquely          
expressed and made possible in the bodily act of the marital 

embrace. 

2. Married love is total. It is a unique kind of love that results 
in bodily and spiritual oneness and mutual belonging. Given to 
each other by God, husband and wife are called to share               
everything with the other and to put the other first. Most                 
especially, the oneness to which husband and wife are called is 

made visible in the very flesh of their children. 

 

We are in need of teachers at St. John’s.  If you would like to 
lead a class or be an assistant in the classroom, come and join us 
on Tuesday, August 7th at 6PM in Padre Hall. The children of St. 
John’s need your help.  

Teachers are need for Sunday morning classes and also Wednesday evening class. 

Proverbs 20:6 Train a boy in the way he should go; even when he is old, he will not swerve  from it. 

Josie Huck  Director of Faith Formation josie.stjohns@midconetwork.com 223-2176 or 280-9428 
 

Duc in Altum for K-8th grade begins Monday through Thursday 9:00am- 2:30pm.  Daily Mass at 11:15.    

                           High school youth (grades 9-12), Sunday-Wednesday 6:30pm - 8:30pm.  

Duc in Altum combines catechesis and having FUN!!!                                                                                                       
The youthfulness and energy of the teachers is  contagious, come out and join us!!!   

All are invited to the Parish potluck dinner on Wednesday at 5:30pm.                                                                              
Cost is $20 per child or families of 3 or more $50 

3. The third characteristic — faithfulness for life — is implied 
by the previous two. If married love is spiritual, embodied and 
total, it cannot be partial or limited. If husband and wife belong 
mutually each to the other, they cannot bestow themselves to 
another. Likewise, they cannot give themselves “only for a 

time.” Married love implies the gift of one’s whole life. 

4. Finally, married love is fruitful. It is the very nature of mar-
ried love to be directed toward children and the family. When 
we stop and think about it, the male body makes no sense if 
considered separately from the female body, and vice versa. 
Complementarity of man and woman just as obviously rests on 
the possibility of having children together. Without this ordina-
tion to bearing and raising children, the love of husband and 

wife risks closing in on itself.  

In our day and age, the relationship between married love 
and children has become uncertain. Modern contraceptives 
suggest that sex may be had without children, just as new re-
productive technologies suggest that children may be had with-
out sex. In this way, contemporary society tends to fragment the 
full meaning of married love into pieces. Love cannot fully live 

and breathe when its inner meanings are separated. 

For love to be genuine, it must also be whole. We cannot pick 
and choose among the parts or aspects of love and continue to 
call it love. If the spouses attempt to suppress one of the inner 
meanings of the marital act, then they are also suppressing that 
act’s  ability to embody and express the full meaning of conjugal 
love. In other words, by suppressing either of the unitive or pro-
creative meanings, they alter and deform the act itself. They 
deprive it of its ability to express their marital love. They take 
away its life and breath. Far from being a negative pronounce-
ment on sexuality, the Church’s teaching is her response to 
Christ’s demand that love be protected and nurtured in its 
wholeness and integrity. This is also what makes the teaching 

so attractive. 

 

 

 

 Love God - Serve God     
     Love Others - Serve Others      

      Make Disciples 
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Saint John the Evangelist Catholic Church 
Our Sacred Vision: Like Jesus, Saint John’s Church  

is a welcoming, serving, vibrant community,  

forming saintly disciples. 

Prayer 
Stewardship 

Solidarity 
Mercy 
Charity  
Family 

Confessions: Saturday 4:00 - 5:00 PM or appointment  

Mass Times: Saint John’s, on the Lord’s Day                           

  Saturday - 5:30 PM                                                                      
  Sunday -   7:30 & 10:00 AM  
  Sunday Evenings - 4:00 PM - Adoration (check bulletin) 
Weekday Mass ***(check bulletin weekly schedule)                

  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday - 7:00 AM                                   

  Tuesday -  5:30 PM                                                                      
  Saturday -  8 AM  (1st Saturday of the month only)                                                                            
Ss. Peter and Paul - Pierre, on the Lord’s Day:                         

  Saturday - 5:00 PM, Sunday, 8:00 & 10:00 AM, 5:00 PM 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
  Marriage - 6 months preparation: Call Father Ron. 
  Baptism  -  Call Father Ron for information. 
  Anointing - If a hospital stay or surgical procedure is scheduled,    
  please call to schedule the celebration of  the Sacrament. 

Jesus went across the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd followed him,                                                                                                      
     because they saw the signs he was performing on the sick.  
Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. The Jewish feast of Passover was near.  
When Jesus raised his eyes and saw that a large crowd was coming to him, he said to Philip, 
"Where can we buy enough food for them to eat?"  
He said this to test him, because he himself knew what he was going to do.  
Philip answered him, "Two hundred days' wages worth of food would not be enough for each of them to have a little."  
One of his disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, said to him, "There is a boy here who has five barley loaves                    
    and two fish; but what good are these for so many?"  Jesus said, "Have the people recline."  
Now there was a great deal of grass in that place. So the men reclined, about five thousand in number.  
Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, distributed them to those who were reclining, and as much fish as they wanted.  
When they had had their fill, he said to his disciples, "Gather the fragments left over, so that nothing will be wasted."  
They collected them, and filled twelve wicker baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves                                                                     
     that had been more than they could eat. When the people saw the sign he had done, they said,                                                                  
"This is truly the Prophet, the one who is to come into the world."  Since Jesus knew that they were going to come                                
     and carry him off to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain alone. Jn 6:1-15                



Weekly Readings: 
 

Sunday, July 29th: 2 Kings 4:42-44  Ephesians 4:1-6   John 6:1-15 

Monday, July 30th Jeremiah 13:1-11 Matthew 13:31-35             

Tuesday, July 31st: Jeremiah 14:17-22  Matthew 13:36-43                             

Wednesday, August 1st: Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21   Matthew 13:44-46                

Thursday, August 2nd: Jeremiah 18:1-6  Matthew 13:47-53                          

Friday, August 3rd:  Jeremiah 26:1-9   Matthew 13: 54-58     

Saturday, August 4th:  Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24 Matthew 14:1-12        

Sunday, August 5th: Exodus 16:2-4, 12-15 Ephesians 4:17, 20-24              

                                 John 6:24-35 

                    St. John’s Weekly Schedule 
 
 

Thursday, August 2nd   
6:30 pm Maranatha Prayer Group  
 

Sunday, August 5th  4:30 pm  Eucharistic Adoration 
                   Duc In Altum team arrives. 

Mass will be Monday through Thursday 

At 11:15 AM. (No 7AM Mass). 

 K-8th grade begins Monday -  
Thursday 9:00am- 2:30pm. 

 

High school youth (grades 9-12),  
                 Sunday-Wednesday 6:30pm - 8:30pm. 
 

        Study of the Mass resumes Sunday, August 5th  
    at 5:30 pm and Wednesday August 8th at 1pm.  

Welcome to all newcomers                                  

and those visiting!   

  Please take a welcome brochure at the church 

entrance.  

To register, contact the parish office or online at 

www.stjohnsfortpierre.org 

 

 

Thanks to Josh Lee, Todd VanderMay, Hannah Lacina, Julie Knight, and  

Corbin Olson, as our Duc in Altum team, here this week. Thanks for your faith,  

vitality, and generosity in helping our young people see and follow the way of Jesus. 
 

The Wednesday night Parish pot luck at 5:30 pm with our seminarians and               

Duc In Altum team will be a delight; please come. Bring something simple to eat. 
 

Priest seminarian picnic is Friday this week at Hot Springs. Please pray for us. 
 

In Pierre Capital Journal this week was a story of the process of 

investigating the life of Nicholas Black Elk for heroic virtue and 

holiness. Will God provide miracles through his intercession, as he 

does with other saints? Such is the long process. Here is what 

Bishop Gruss said to US Bishops last fall: 
 

  “ I come  before  you today seeking your  prayerful  support  to 

move  forward the  process  for beatification and  

canonization of  Nicholas  Black Elk. Information about his life has been included in 

your packets. I have  been asked to share with you a few words about Nicholas  

Black Elk and why this  is  important  for the  Church today. 

   Nicholas  Black Elk (circa  1863-1950) was a  member of the  Oglala  Sioux tribe  on 

the  Pine  Ridge Indian Reservation, currently in the Diocese of   Rapid City. Black Elk, 

a Lakota medicine man for the first  half  of  his  life, was a witness to 

the Battle of the Little Big Horn in 1876 and the massacre  of  more  than 200 

of  his  people  at  Wounded Knee  in 1890. Even prior to his conversion, he 

was widely known among his  people as  a  holy man and a mystic.   It  is  recorded 

that  in the height of  the  Sioux wars,  Black Elk was  given a  vision at  an early age – 

the message that we must all live as  one.  This  vision influenced  his  life  over 

the  years, but especially  as  a  catechist, in many ways  forming  his  identity for 

the  rest  of  his  life. He  converted to the  Catholic  faith, taking 

the  name  “Nicholas”  after St. Nicholas.  Following his baptism  on the  feast  of  St. 

Nicholas  in 1904, he  became  a  noted catechist  and missionary, working closely 

with the Jesuits  on a  number of  Indian reservations. He  continued celebrating  

Lakota  rituals,  while  fully embracing a Catholic  life  grounded in the   

sacramental  life  of  the Church.  With little  formal  schooling, he  learned to read 

and write  and the  Sacred Scripture became  his  friend. Catechists  were  the  

 lifeblood of  early faith communities  among the  Lakota  people, taking the 

place  of  priest  when they were  not available  –  instructing  new  converts,  

visiting the sick, burying the dead, leading scripture services and preaching, and 

baptizing  those  who were  seeking conversion. This  ardent  catechist  and  

internationally admired mystic filled this  role. 

    John Lone  Goose, a  longstanding friend  of  Black Elk,  said that  once  the   

holy-man was  baptized, he  made  a  lifelong commitment to the Gospel.   

He  “learned what  the  Bible  meant, and that it was good.  Lots  of  people  turned 

to the  Catholic  Church through Nick’s  work.” Black Elk,  a  Catholic  husband,  

father, grandfather and elder, became an energetic  catechist  and was personally 

instrumental  in the  conversion of  hundreds  of  natives  –  baptizing approximately 

400  people  over his  46 years  as  a  catechist.   

   Among those  who know  of  his  life  as  a  Catholic  catechist, there  are many 

who think he, like  St. Kateri, should be  canonized. The Church’s  special  recognition 

of  Black Elk’s  saintly life  will provide the  Indian faith community, and  

peoples  everywhere, the  example  of  a  very special  person whose  presence  to 

others  is  worthy of imitation.   As  a  model, he  showed how  Native  American 

culture  could enrich the  Body of  Christ, integrating the  two traditions, thereby 

bringing a  richness  to both. This  Catholic missionary and mystic holy-man 

of  the  Oglala  Sioux,  would be  a  welcome  symbol to all  Native  Americans,  

leaving a  legacy of  someone  who sought  the  Sacred, who lived the gospel  in 

everyday life, and who inspired others  (Indian and non-Indian) to do 

the  same.  This  is the  Lakota-Catholic  identity that  defined his  life  –  an  

identity  that  many  people encountered across the  Pine  Ridge  Reservation   

during his  lifetime.  

    Brothers, I ask your prayerful support  to move  forward the process  for  

beatification and canonization of  Nicholas  Black Elk.” 

From Father Ron 

God Bless in the covenant of marriage; 

Louis Young and Deb Stoeser  

married Saturday, July 28th. 

                  Birthdays 

Sun.29 Aaron Hoelscher, Diane London, Tug Mikel,   

       Tracy Petersen, Monte Scott 

Tue.31 Molly Gross, Tom Jacosen, Emily Paulsen 

Wed.01 Derald Gross, Melody Havarnek 

Thu.02 Kristi Longbrake, Kevin Neuhauser 

Sat.04 Alex Singleton  

Sun.05 Myra Christensen, Sebastian Hand 

                                             Anniversaries 

Sun.29 Roxanne Giedd and Craig McIntyre 

Mon.30 Terrence and Shurla Gates 

       Mitch and Theresa Kleinsasser 

Tue.31 Jim and Julie Ricketts 

Wed.01 Jerry and Patty Lihs, Mark and Carly Sommars 

Thu.02 Ray and Abbie Rathbun 

Fri.03 Scott and Theresa Cass 

Sun.05 Glen and Mary Dozark, Bob and Carolyn Riter 

       Craig and Dorothy Smith 

Saturday, August 4th 5:30 pm   Sacristan: Sandy Spencer         
Readers:  Carol Pond, Sandy Spencer                    
EM’s: Judy Ackley, Dorothy Smith        
Servers:  Anastyn Baade, Abby Lott                                                                     
Gift Bearers: John and Beth Lott family   

 

Sunday, August 5th  7:30 am  Sacristan: Kelly Madsen      
Readers: Teresa Madsen, Mary Giddings                     
EM’s: Kelly Madsen, Cormac Duffy       
Servers: Nora Allen, Clare Madsen     
Gift Bearers: Justin and Renee Allen Family       
          

Sunday, August 5th 10:00 am  Sacristan: Pat Storms                                             
Readers: Kim Dowling, Al Berreth             
EM’s: Mike and Judy Weisgram, Pat Storms, Deb Gates, Kelsey VanDenHemel   
Servers: Liz Duffy, Edward Duffy, Colton Cass         
Gift Bearers: Kim Dowling       
Cantor: Michelle Humann  
 

Ministry 
Schedule 

Saturday, July 28th     5:30 PM  + Don Iversen By: Sid and Carol Pond                                                                                                                                                                     

Sunday,  July 29th      7:30 AM    Intentions of the Parish                                                                                

                                   10:00 AM   + Hunter Stoeser By: AJ and Lindsay Heiss 

Monday, July 30th      11:15AM + Souls in Purgatory By: Maranatha Prayer Group   

Tuesday, July 31st     11:15AM + Terry Hughes By: Roger and Carol Kelly 

Wednesday, Aug. 1st 11:15AM Mass for Life   

Thursday, August 2nd 11:15AM SI Steve Howard By: Riggs Class of 77 

Friday, August 3rd       No Mass  

Saturday,  August 4th  

                                   8:00 AM First Saturday Mass - Special Intention  

                                   5:30 PM  + Marjorie Farmer By: Renae Thomas 

Sunday,  August 5th   7:30 AM Intentions of the Parish      

                                   10:00 AM  +  Msgr. Francis Monighan 

 

 
 

Please pray for the sick and suffering: Eugene Nagel,  Chris Boxley, Gilbert 
Larson, Joe PItlick, Susan Bennett,  Paul Storms, Derald Gross, Shirley Gross,             
Tom LeBrun, Burton Weaver, Ted Patton, Beverly Moon, Connie Waldner,  Lynette 
Singleton, Lou Ann Leischer, Jerry Sylva,  David Hand, Trent Giddings,  Gina Gruman,  
Susan Mollman, Evonne Flax,  Kayleen Fulton, Dan Donahue,  Cindy Larson,  
Darlene LeClaire, Heidi Shepherd, David DeJean, Madlyn Fischer, Mary Dozark,  
Steve Howard,  Bob Manning, Susan Kary, Ruth Carey,  Brad Maskcovich,                         
Tillie Salzsieder, Ken Stewart, Cory Baier, Shirley Weiseler,  David Lowenstein,             
Tom Garrity, Carl Mathews, Frank Fransen,  Delmer Fawcett, Mike Maskcovich,                    
Evie Graber,  Mary Novotny, Milton Tiper, Denny Weaver,  Misty Brown, David Gross, 
Carl Rathbun, Mike Kelly, Steve Zaiko,  Ashlynn Fitts, Brian Dumas,  Freda Lawhon,  
William Anderson,  John Manning, Richard Brown, Pam Patton, Kathryn Schlechter, 
Keri Hendrickson, Heidi Alban,  Yvonne Ehlers, Eva Fischer, Cassie Miller, Mona 
Lierly, Kathy Fenwick,  Lynae Benham, Theresa Severyn, Kaylee Jo Gallagher  and 
all who ask for our special prayers.  To add/amend list call Irma LeFaive - 280-9055. 

 If you would like a prayer shawl please call church office. 

7/22/2018      SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
 

 

 Regular Collection   $ 1,916.00 

 Online Giving        $   180.00          

 Plate                $   470.00  

 Total                $ 2,566.00 
 

Adopt a Seminarian: $0.00  PRAA-West River Priest Retirement: $25.00       
Building Fund: $185.00        
   Monthly Loan Payment for Heating system: $2,600.00                                          

   July donations to the building fund:              $1,695.00.  
 

Thank-you to all who faithfully contribute to the building fund to help pay our $2600 

loan payment every month.  

Knights of Columbus news:  
 

     Little Flower Council #6117 began 50 years ago, with 55 men as 
Knight’s and Fr. Leo O’Dougherty as pastor. 7 of those men are still living 
today. Thank-you for faith and service.  

   The Order’s new Online Membership initiative is live throughout the United States. 
Now you can invite eligible Catholic men to take their first step toward committed, 
lifelong and council-based membership in the Order by signing up online. Members           
recruiting 5 members now to Sept. 30 will receive a $50 gift card for KnightsGear, 
with free shipping!  Sign-up link ttps://kofc.org/uns/newjoin/en/index.html 
Call Tom LeFaive,  280-7865 or  Grand Knight, Ryan Fowler 280-9686. 

Formed: Our parish subscription (free to parishioners) has a great online 

library of  Catholic  movies, audio CD’s, and downloadable books.  

Sign on via a Web browser, or apps in Apple/Android. With a browser go 

to Formed.org. Enter St. Johns code: 3KHGCJ. Create a username & 

password; once registered,  go into Formed.org, and in the upper right 

hand corner, click login.  

How to Get Your Kids to go to Church and to Heaven 

   Are you concerned about your kids not going to church? You should 
be. If your children absent themselves from the assembly (Heb 10:25) 
and cut themselves off from the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:21), they       
condemn themselves to isolation and powerlessness. Don't resign 
yourself to your children not knowing the Lord and not going to church. 
Throughout the 2000 years of Christianity, in all cultures, children have 
been discipled successfully by their parents. The failure to disciple   
children in the contemporary American church is unusual in the light of 
world history.                                                                                                  

    But the issue is much greater than church attendance. Parents 
should be concerned about discipling their children into a fully           
committed, personal relationship with Jesus and into the life in the  
Spirit. Church is part of God's plan for your children, but our Father 
wants much more for them. Church doesn't always get you to Jesus, 
but Jesus always gets you to church, if you are committed to Him. You 
can go to church and go to hell. But you can't live for Jesus without 
going to heaven. You must not settle for anything less than everything 
the Lord has for you and your children. Over the next four weeks we 
will give you four truths which will help you lead your children into a 
total, personal relationship with Jesus and disciple them for His          
kingdom. 


