
 

 

 
 
      
             

Pastor:    Rev. Brian P. Christensen frchristensen@gmail.com                                                                 
Parish Secretary:  Sherri Stoeser     sherri.stjohns@midconetwork.com                                                                                       
Faith Formation: Lisa Fahey              lisastjohn@pie.midco.net                                                                

 

Readings              
Sunday, December 27th   
Sirach 3: 2 ‐ 6, 12 ‐14               
Colossians 3: 12 ‐ 21                       
Colossians 3: 15a, 16a   

Monday, December 28th                  
1 John 1: 5  2: 2                                 
Matthew 2: 13 ‐ 18 

Tuesday, December 29th         
1 John 2: 3 ‐ 11                                   
Luke 2: 22 ‐ 35 

Wednesday, December 30th   
1 John 2: 12 17                                   
Luke 2: 36 ‐ 40 

Thursday, December 31st                      
1 John 2: 18 ‐ 21                                 
John  1: 1 ‐ 18 

Friday, January 1st                          
Micah 4: 1 ‐ 4                                 
James 4: 1 ‐10                                  
Matthew 5: 20 ‐ 24 

Saturday, January 2nd                     
1 John 2: 22 ‐28                                  
John 1: 19 ‐ 28 

Sunday, January 3rd                  
Isaiah 60: 1 ‐ 6                              
Ephesians 3: 2 ‐ 3a, 5 ‐ 6              
Matthew 2: 1 ‐ 12 

206 West Main ~ P.O. Box 670 ~ Fort Pierre, S.D. 57532-0670 
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Parish Support:   Mary Welsh 
Parish Council:    Carol Pond   
Finance Council:  Pat Durkin 
JustFaith:              Pat Storms 
Grand Knight:      John Lott 
Altar Society:       Glenda Marks,  Lillian Magnusson,  Rose Anderson                                                                                                                   

ST. JOHN’S CATHOLIC CHURCH    Lord’s Day Masses:                              
Saturday - 5:30 PM                                                                                      
Sunday  - 7:30 & 9:30 AM                                                                        
Confessions: 1/2 hour before Mass 

DAILY MASS (see bulletin weekly schedule)                                  
7:00 AM  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday                                           
5:30 PM Tuesday                                                                                          
8:00 AM  Saturday (with Eucharistic Adoration)                                

SS. PETER AND PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH    Weekend Masses: 
Saturday - 5:00 PM                                                                                         
Sunday - 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 7:00 PM, ( 11:45 AM Mary House) 

Parish      
Team 

 
Holy Family 

 

December  27th, 2009  

 
Feast of  the Holy Family 

and 
Feast of  St John                            
the Evangelist 

 

 

 

Have you ever noticed the stained glass window in our choir loft?  It is an image 
of our parish patron saint, Saint John the Evangelist. The image shows St John 
holding a chalice with a serpent rising out of the wine. It is said that while     serv-
ing as bishop in Ephesus, John was given a cup of wine filled with poison. John 
blessed the cup and the poison departed from it in the form of a snake. Through 
God’s grace, John was saved from the evil effects of the poison. 
The tradition of blessing wine and other beverages developed on this Feast of St 
John the Evangelist. People would bring wine to the Masses on this feast to have 
it blessed by the priest following the homily. The blessed wine became known as 
“The Love of St John” because John was known as the Apostle "whom Jesus 
loved."  
In some countries, there is the beautiful custom of the drinking of "The Love of 
St John" on this feast day. Wine, blessed with a special blessing and prayers at 
Mass, is served in the home before the main family meal. The father lifts the cup 
towards the mother and says, "I drink to you the love of St. John.” She   re-
sponds, “ I thank you for the love of St. John,.” Then she drinks to the eldest 
child and he or she responds. The “toast” continues around the table from child 
to child and finally back to the father. 
Today your bottles of wine, grape juice, or other beverages will be blessed at the 
Masses on the Feast of St John the Evangelist. Please place your beverages in 
front of the altar and the priest will bless them immediately after the homily. You 
will be able to take your “Love of St John” back home following Mass! 



St. John’s  Weekly Schedule The Feast of St John the Evangelist 
 

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Fam-
ily of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. It is also our 
parish patronal Feast of St John the Evangelist. 

He is the son of Zebedee and the brother of James. He 
worked with his father and brother in the family fishing 
business. 
 

 John was called by Jesus — along with Peter, An-
drew, and James — to become a “fisher of men.” John was 
the youngest of the twelve apostles but also one of the three 
who remained closest to Jesus, along with Peter and his 
brother  James. These three were the only witnesses of the 
raising of Jairus's daughter (Mark 5:37), of the Transfigura-
tion (Matthew 17:1), and of the Agony in Gethsemane 
(Matthew 26:37). Only he and Peter were sent into the city 
to make the preparation for the Last Supper (Luke 22:8). At 
the Last Supper, John sat next to Jesus and at one point 
leaned upon His breast to ask Him a question (John 13:23, 
25).  
 

 According to the general interpretation John was 
also that "other disciple" who with Peter followed Christ 
after the arrest into the palace of the high-priest (John 
18:15). John was the only disciple to remain near his be-
loved Master at the foot of the Cross on Calvary with the 
Mother of Jesus and the pious women, and took the desolate 
Mother into his care at the request of Jesus as he hung upon 
the Cross (John 19:25-27). 
 

 After the Resurrection, John, along with Peter, was 
the first of the disciples to run to the grave. He was the first 
to believe that Christ had truly risen (John 20:2-10). Later, 
when Christ appeared at the Lake of Genesareth, John was 
the first of the seven disciples present who recognized his 
Master standing on the shore (John 21:7). In his own Gospel 
account, John never uses his own name. Instead, showing 
the close relationship which he had with Jesus, he refers to 
himself as the “beloved disciple” or “the disciple whom Je-
sus loved.”  
 

After Christ's Ascension and the Descent of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost, John took, together with Peter, a prominent 
part in the founding and guidance of the Church. We see 
him in the company of Peter at the healing of the lame man 
in the Temple (Acts 3:1). With Peter he is also thrown into 
prison (Acts 4:3). Again, we find John with the prince of the 
Apostles visiting the newly converted in Samaria (Acts 
8:14).  
 

 St. John eventually guided the church at Ephesus as 
its bishop until his death around the year 100 A.D. 
 

 In addition to the fourth Gospel, John also authored 
three letters of the New Testament and the Book of Revela-
tion. We seek to follow St John’s example, listen to the sa-
cred words which he was inspired to write, and to seek his 
prayers for us before the throne of our Lord, Jesus Christ!  
 

St John the Evangelist. Pray for us! 

From Father 
Christensen 

 

New Year’s Masses 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Thursday, December 31st ……….... 5:30pm Mass 
Friday, January 1st ………………….… 10:00am Mass 

 

Brothers and sisters: 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 

born of a woman, born under the law,  
to ransom those under the law,  

so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
As proof that you are sons,  

God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,  
crying out, “Abba, Father!” 

So you are no longer a slave but a son,  
and if a son then also an heir, through God. 

— Galatians 4:4-7 

Football  Winners ‐ Week 15  

Vikings:       Dennis Hanson, Fort Pierre                                                                                                            
Sunday:      Jason Stoeser, Pierre                                                                                                                            
Monday:    Shannon Stewart , Pierre 

Thank you! 

 I am very grateful to our Lord for the call that He  
given to me: the call to priesthood. He has blessed me in so 
many ways since my ordination in July 1999. For the joys 
and sorrows, for the successes and setbacks, for the sacri-
fices and love that I have experienced as a priest and as a 
pastor, I am sincerely thankful. 
 For all of you — faithful parishioners of St John’s 
— I thank God. You are a blessing to me. Each and every 
day, I see God at work in your lives as you sacrifice for 
your spouses, for your families, for others in need. You 
reveal the face of God to others through your prayerfulness, 
your humility, and your willingness to forgive and to serve. 
 I am blessed by the many kindnesses which you 
have shown to me. Your prayers, your words of encourage-
ment, your active participation in the life of our parish fam-
ily are all cause for my joy. Your lives reflect the grace of 
God at work within you. You bless me with your blessings 
from God. 
 This Christmas, I am very thankful for your gener-
ous gifts, cards, and thoughtful words. It is my joy and 
privilege to be your pastor and to serve you as the father of 
this parish family. God bless you and all your loved ones in 
this Christmas season. May our Lord bless us as we live 
and serve one another in His love. 

— Fr Brian 



For all the sick and suffering, Brenda Maxon, Sue Pospisil, Eric Buchmann, Grady 
Jacobson, Judy Hobbs, Nancy Holub, Maddox Rowland, Kelsey Spurlin, Dennis 
Carlson, Marie Gibson, Mary Gibson, Eileen Hofer, Barb Brown, Theresa Kirby, Doris 
Ogan, Jennifer Cink,  Dorothy Brown, Doreen Pospisil, Cindy Foreman, Francis Bies, 
Lois Zimmer, Martha Rankin,  Roland & Mary Hostler, Joe Truett,  Jace Nickolas, Loren 
Pospisil, Leona Jacobsen,  James Garrity, Geraldine Kokesh, Bryan Ice, Chance Wagner, 
Beverly Russell, Kevin Gallagher and all who have asked for our special prayers. If you have a 
prayer request for the prayer chain call Sue Pospisil ‐ 3‐2863. 

Saturday, December 26th—St Stephen  
5:30 PM  + Ray and Ken Lawhon 
                 By: Freda Lawhon 
Sunday, December 27th  ‐ Feast of the Holy Family                                            
7:30 AM   Intentions of the Parish                                     
9:30 AM   + John and Betty Goff   
                By: Marilyn Goff 
Monday,  December 28th  — Feast of the Holy Innocents 
7:00 AM No Mass  
 

Tuesday, December 29th  — St Thomas Becket 
5:30 PM  SI Eric and Lisa Christensen   
                 By: Christensen Family   
 

Wednesday, December 30th  
7:00 AM + Ed Sorenson  
                By: Cheryl Sorenson   
 

Thursday,  December 31st  — Pope St Sylvester I                                                                                                  
7:00 AM  SI Chris and Kerri Chiodo   
                 By: Christensen Family 
5:30 PM  Vigil Mass Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
  SI Parishioners of St. John’s 
Friday,  January 1st ‐ Holy Day of Obligation                                                                                  
10:00 AM  + Ernest and Ada King  
                    By: Christensen Family   
 

Saturday,  January 2nd — First Saturday 
8:00 AM  Mass  and Adoration                                                  
5:30 PM  + Ray and Ken Lawhon 
                  By: Freda Lawhon 

Sunday, January 3rd — Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 
7:30 AM   Intentions of the Parish                                      
9:30 AM  SI Tim and Kelly Madden   
                By: Christensen Family 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 1/2 hour before Masses                       

  

Mon.28 Colton Cass, Kim Davis, Rod Dowling, Lois Knudson 
Tue.29 Matthew Coverdale, Elijah Hand, Troy Roberts 
Wed.30 Lena Buschbom, Christy Kramer 
Thu. 31 Teresa Cass, Rory Ehlers                                                                                                                                                    
Fri. 01 Tom LeFaive, 
Sat.02 Jeri Wieczorek 
 Sun.03  Nickolas Gray 
                           
Tue.29 Ron and Lee Calkins 
Wed.30 Kelly and Jackie Cross 
Thu.31 Bernie and Peggy Duffy, Derald and Shirley Gross, Oliver and Angie Redden                                                 
Fri. 01 Darrell and Michelle Metzinger   

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 

Regular Envelopes $2,397.00     
Student Envelopes $   18.00      
Plate             $  412.00 
 Total             $2,827.00 

“Give and it shall be given to you. 
For the measure you measure with will   
be measured back to you.” Luke 6:38 

Our Military Members:  That God’s  loving 
hands  protect them as they protect us and 
heal those who have returned to us                            

physically or emotionally wounded. 

We especially pray for the safety and well‐being of  
Patrick Hall (Dan & Deb) ,  Melissa Gross (Darrell & 
Cindy), Brett Anderson (Rod & Megan), David Collins 
(Mary) and Jocelyn Baker ( Megan Anderson ‐ sister). 

Please take time to drop a note  to our soldiers and 
thank them for their sacrifice and dedication. 

CW3 BRETT ANDERSON  
HHB 1-147 FA 
APO AE 09337                                  
SP4 MELISSA MCINTYRE                                                                                                  
21ST MP  CO (ABN) UNIT 031                                                   
CAMP BASRAH                                                        
APO  AE  09375                          
MAJ JOCELYN BAKER                    
KFOR 12 TF FALCON  HHC 
APO AE 09340                                                             

Hail Mary full of grace…                                                             
Please  kneel down after Mass and pray Three Hail Mary’s                                                           

for the next person who dies from our parish. 

MAJ DAVID S COLLINS 
HHC 41BCT 1ID, S-3                              
COB Spreicher                                     
APO, AE 09393 

SPGT HALL, PATRICK D                                            
ACO TF BASE 1-35 AR 
JSS 4 CORNERS                
APO  AE 09322            

Pilgrimage with Father Brian to the Eternal City of Rome  in October 2010. Partici‐
pate in the Ordination Mass of one of our diocesan seminarians at St Peter's Basilica. 
Celebrate Mass in the catacombs, visit the major churches of Rome, visit the cities of 
Siena, Florence, and Assisi. Pray at the tombs of the saints, see the beautiful county 
side of Italy, and enjoy the wonderful Italian cuisine. Attend an audience with Pope 
Benedict XVI. Round trip from Rapid City, all transportation, lodging, breakfasts, and 
seven dinners  included  for $3,629. 12 Days: October 4‐15, 2010.   For    information 
call Fr Brian at 223‐2176 or frchristensen@gmail.com.                                                                   

Did You Know?  Keeping the Promise to Protect 

 The Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People is a comprehensive set 
of  procedures  established  by  the  U.S.  Conference  of  Bishops  in  2002  to  address           
allegations of sexual abuse of minors by Catholic clergy. The Charter includes guide‐
lines  for dioceses  to  follow  in  these matters: making effective responses  to allega‐
tions  of  abuse,  offering  healing  to  victims,  and  creating  a  safe  environment  for           
children  and  young  people  who  participate  in  church  activities.  For  more           
information  about  the  Charter,  go  to  www.usccb.org/ocyp/charter.shtml.           
Information about the diocesan Safe Environment program  is posted on the dioce‐
san Web site at www.rapidcitydiocese.org.  



“Mary Mother of  God” 
Holy Day of  Obligation 

Friday, January 1, 2010 Mass at 10:00 AM 
(Vigil Mass on Thursday, December 31st at 5:30PM) 

 
 

 "Mother of God", Theotokos, is the title that was officially attributed to Mary in the fifth century, to be 
exact, at the Council of Ephesus in 431, but which had already taken root in the devotion of the Christian people 
since the third century, in the context of the heated discussions on the Person of Christ in that period. This title 
highlights the fact that Christ is God and truly was born of Mary as a man: in this way his unity as true God and 
true man is preserved. Actually, however much the debate might seem to focus on Mary, it essentially concerned 
the Son. Desiring to safeguard the full humanity of Jesus, several Fathers suggested a weaker term: instead of the 
title Theotokos, they suggested Christotokos, "Mother of Christ"; however, this was rightly seen as a threat to the 
doctrine of the full unity of Christ's divinity with his humanity. On the one hand, therefore, after lengthy discus-
sion at the Council of Ephesus in 431, as I said, the unity of the two natures - the divine and the human (cf. DS, n. 
250) - in the Person of the Son of God was solemnly confirmed and, on the other, the legitimacy of the attribution 
of the title Theotokos, Mother of God, to the Virgin (ibid., n. 251). 
 Thus, the description "Mother of God", so deeply bound up with the Christmas festivities, is therefore the 
fundamental name with which the Community of Believers has always honored the Blessed Virgin. It clearly ex-
plains Mary's mission in salvation history. All other titles attributed to Our Lady are based on her vocation to be 
the Mother of the Redeemer, the human creature chosen by God to bring about the plan of salvation, centered on 
the great mystery of the Incarnation of the Divine Word. In these days of festivity we have paused to contemplate 
the depiction of the Nativity in the crib. At the centre of this scene we find the Virgin Mother, who offers the 
Baby Jesus for the contemplation of all those who come to adore the Savior: the shepherds, the poor people of 
Bethlehem, the Magi from the East. Later, on the Feast of the "Presentation" which we celebrate on 2 February, it 
will be the elderly Simeon and the prophetess Anna who receive the tiny Infant from the hands of his Mother and 
worship him. The devotion of the Christian people has always considered the Birth of Jesus and the divine moth-
erhood of Mary as two aspects of the same mystery of the Incarnation of the Divine Word, so it has never thought 
of the Nativity as a thing of the past. We are "contemporaries" of the shepherds, the Magi, of Simeon and of 
Anna, and as we go with them we are filled with joy, because God wanted to be the God-with-us and has a mother 
who is our mother. 
 All the other titles with which the Church honors Our Lady then derive from the title "Mother of God", 
but this one is fundamental. Let us think of the privilege of the "Immaculate Conception", that is, of Mary being 
immune to sin from conception: she was preserved from any stain of sin because she was to be the Mother of the 
Redeemer. The same applies to the title "Our Lady of the Assumption": the One who had brought forth the Sav-
ior could not be subject to the corruption that derives from original sin. And we know that all these privileges 
were not granted in order to distance Mary from us but, on the contrary, to bring her close; indeed, since she was 
totally with God, this woman is very close to us and helps us as a mother and a sister. The unique and unrepeat-
able position that Mary occupies in the Community of Believers also stems from her fundamental vocation to be-
ing Mother of the Redeemer. Precisely as such, Mary is also Mother of the Mystical Body of Christ, which is the 
Church. Rightly, therefore, on 21 November 1964 during the Second Vatican Council, Paul VI solemnly attributed 
to Mary the title "Mother of the Church". 
 It is because she is Mother of the Church that the Virgin is also the Mother of each one of us, members of 
the Mystical Body of Christ. From the Cross, Jesus entrusted his Mother to all his disciples and at the same time 
entrusted all his disciples to the love of his Mother. The Evangelist John concludes the brief and evocative account 
with these words: "Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother!'. And from that hour the disciple took her 
to his own home" (Jn 19: 27). This is the [English] translation of the Greek text "εiς tά íδια", he welcomed her into 
his own reality, his own existence. Thus, she is part of his life and the two lives penetrate each other. And this ac-
ceptance of her (εiς tά íδια) in his own life is the Lord's testament. Therefore, at the supreme moment of the ful-
fillment of his messianic mission, Jesus bequeaths as a precious inheritance to each one of his disciples his own 
Mother, the Virgin Mary.                    

—Pope Benedict XVI, Excerpts from his General Audience on January 2, 2008 


